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With the lights switched
on in the evenings,

this Bukit Timah home
comes alive with detail,
exuding a cosy warmth.




PURSUIT

More experimental is Berlin Lee of
Formwerkz, who keeps an eye open for
new ideas on his travels. His latest creation:
lacing an otherwise drab plaster wall with
rusted iron filings, giving it an intense, rich
hue. It's a trick he picked up from Japan. It
also costs almost nothing to buy from steel
factories, helping those on a tighter budget
fulfill their desire to be different.

RECYCLE AND REGALE

Speaking of recycling, timber lends itself
well to re-use. It's not so much for eco-
reasons: the distances some of these woods
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Corten steel, in
the fower portion
of the patio doors

above, is used as

an accent material
- its deliberately
rusted appearance
makes for a striking,
industrial look.

travel to their new homes erases any carbon
savings that could be had. Instead, the
allure of the idea lies in the stories they

tell. After all, which proud home-owner
could resist spinning a romantic tale come
housewarming time?

Take, for example, one residence in ’
Sentosa Cove, built entirely with wood
taken from an old village in Thailand,
dismantled and transported wholesale
over to Singapore. Or another bungalow at
Stevens Road, where the pathway into the
house is lined with cracked timber, retired
from its original job as sleepers in a pan-
Australian railway.

These details, from macro to micro,
add quirk to any house; the fact that the
effect softens the raw edge of a brand-
Dew propesiy is an added bonus. And with

lights are on. The variable opacity of the

onyx allows the light through selectively,
and the room becomes a grotto aglow with
soft luminescence.

Actual slabs of semi-precious stone
such as jasper, agate or tiger's eye, can also
be incorporated into interiors, for a truly
bejewelled house.

Luxe living can even be accomplished
with good old Italian slate tiles, but only
when they are etched with gold leaf, usually
in elegant baroque patterns.

DOWN TO THE DETAILS
For those whom details matter, the quest
for individuality doesn't end with the four
walls. Furniture is also going bespoke.
It could be because nothing off the
shelf fits the bill. For example, one Korean
couple who often play host to lavish parties,
needed a dining table that sits 22 in style.
The solution? A 5.2-melre piece of
walnui had io be flown (unfortunately in
two pieces as no single piece of lumber that
long could be found) from California.
Ancther reason is for bragging righis:
another hosneowner sent his architect
i Java, o seled a ree froes deep in the
raniaeest fiell & and cast # all the way back
‘= Sagapore where be shiced out a single
Cress secSom o make 2 one-of-2-kind coffee
tabie The resi of the iree s sitfing unused
= 2 waehosse
The trulh s, there are no longer any real
resiTiciions or conveniions about what you
can use in your house anymeore. I it exisis,
chances are someone somewhere has built
a home with it. All if comes down fo is
your imagination. B



